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MyCareer .

The magjic of trees is never far away

How to be Urhan tree crusader

= Fn"rrurl:} woukd rather be with plants than craempid in an offce. PICTURE: GARY MEDLICOTT

Wes Fleming

HEN | was about to
complete year 11 and
|h”ﬂ:|l13 about @ career in

L'I“'. my fit!iﬁ' took e asude and
told me that as a family-run
company we could always hire plenty
of lawyers but finding pood

nurserymen was difficul

So at 17 | left school and started
a career as a third-generaton
'ﬁl:l':i"‘_ﬂ!!' MUIrseSrYyTnan II."
business, Fleming's Nurseries
th trees for

I have been playing w

g as | car

had earned a tdy profit in pocke
| had t prod f t

almost as ke recall: in fact

money growing root stock and
selling it back to mv father before |
was old end gh 0 drpve, so ol

followed that my passion for
hortiouture wouldd last a lifetirms
When | was about 28 | decided a
formal qualification might be a good
idea and | started a «
horticulture

Sgree In

Itimately, [ found [
had far more life experience than the
course could offer, so | left before |
completed the certificate -
something | have never regretied

As my role in the company grew,
| embarked on a business degree
part-time, feeling that a greater
understanding of business would be
\J:J.LIIF]!'

Whereas a large proportion of our
sales had traditionally been derived
from hare-root tree sales during
winter, in my early 30s | identified
the CMETZIng opporiunity for year
round sales of !l.'.11.|'|-[‘i:l‘.1n| trees

In the early "90s | established our
COMEINeT mirsery, .lr'.l.!. we have
expanded production to include
selected shrubs as well as trees

Throughout this period |

mycareer.com.au

THE NO.1 MARKET

“l'lh||r'|||'1| my r}lll" L'r.l.'l.l.!l'li into ..III"
world Jess, Jake and my younpest
Todd — and while my marmage
beroke dl'l'A-:'I_ !|‘.r' Fwcvgiid | E:.L'.l' l\AIlI‘:
my children is very special

In 2001 1 |r.l|:r'-..' a team of

industry people together to create the

Australian Street Tree Fyvaluation

]'!-“r.lzl:_ 'L!'lln.;'l ATEE 0D SFAlLAe
trees in-situ within
identify
with the urban cond

irtan areas, to

which trees are able to cope

late "W we imitiated the
Don Fleming Student Design
l'--r!:!:ﬂ'l';'l-lu_ named after my Gather
and hetd annually
the Melbourme Inte
and Garden Show

N associal

ateoral

I believe 1t's a

really important way to reindorce the

value of 3 horti

fure career

| have a number of s0a phooes
that are really imp
Ome s bringing our industry
h!g!'ihr'!' for 11s i:rl'.ltl'l H-.-u.d
especially on important paolitical
issues that effect us. Another is the
urban environment

After .|.'.r'||r|.1'1.|r:yL a trend towands

ant o me

"ruru'l'\ r!""‘.& Ii.f.:l.'l.jl arcas in
Melbouwrme's fninge growth cormdors
| formed a division called
“Habittude"” in 2004, designed as a
one-stop-shop for the development
industry

That same year saw our first
entry o the world famous Chelsea
Flower Show
something | value as a positive news
story for the horticulture industry

At a time when drought is

The project is

wreaking havoc across our industry,

with water restrictions deterning

i with

FORJOBS

CV

Bom 1962,

Educated Morbulk High School,
Jobs Practically everything — from
the potting shed, truck driver, pruner,
bare-root rurseryman, potting
cortasner manager and, now, joint
director with my brother Graham, all
at Fleming’s Nurseries

Career highs Meeting the Queen for
the first time in 2004; being asked (o
open an art exhibition in 2007; and
Seedng My youngest son enter the
nursery industry & one of our fourth-
gereration Flamings

Influence While family busines can
be difficult at times, | have learmt a
great deal from my mother and
{ather and their passion and
decication to the busines

from planting and enjoying
p:urdl'l'."-_ and wath the Erowing
lack of I.!:i|l‘r'-l.lr'.|.!':lip! as o the value
of green space in our urban
ENYIFGnment, the show iu'rp«. the
industry gain positive media
COveETIRe.

This year's entry with Jamie
Durnie and Patio, topether with
landscapers lan Barker and
Associates, will be our fifth Chelsea
garden and this time we're going for
best in show

I have found that .|Hhru.1g':| hibe as
a lawver might have been great, |
have been fulfilled with so much
more i hife from my chowee to il-..l.'n
There are no dowmnsides
to what | do

| have met the Queen on several
occasions, work with the industry's
most talented pl'uph' and know | wall
make an impact on Australians’ lives
through the improvement of urban

PALL EDWARDS

with trees

EMVIMONIMEnts



