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Behind the Chelsea gold’

Raising the credibility of Australian horticulture
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We were all very proud to hear that “the Aussies hiacd seon amnd
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Flowear and sarden Showd. Bul how many of us actuddly stog el 1 o ot T walial of Lk | 1t
B e { |':l' K aran e iy o b b g s bl Ly Elisrisbe i i o i PR s wE .
LAt Qo T ] aren Smith Caugngt up wilh yweas Fh ) & w10 Ting | Mla more

abhout what happens bahund the sConos

P

KS: Congratulationa’ You have done Ausiralia proud once B8E G produced gaiad ma for my one Bp o

] |'l|l-.|-"'_.i ||'_'r.,..' o
gar. How ar you feeling havwng st o OUTl yOu are 8 garoei, & DD hal ool B onan o Deosss FRining b
.}_.-.\_'i el wwerees? sebundtineg & O g, 1y fip was 1S ndver pood anough, #f o

WF: Abspoluteldy fanfasic! 13 months in the plannmg, 16 days Can Fmprove i, go

31 poopls, miremum 14 howr days o buld - the amoun! of KS: HRH Queen Blizabeth siopped by your sland. What o

O wrarsiman! and beart regured (o Dl s she say 10 you''
_;..4,"_!'-\_" Wil af aoriiralele WWE: Masting the Quastn for the fourth Bime o oy smasng
KS: Tal us a btths aboyt the criteria of the udoging and what  ntroduced e o Jame Dure, fan Barker and Scoft Tyrmidn
ywioeu Hhink widng the man cntena hal ganee you Oodd T and itan asied’ Jamee 10 el hév 3 ittie about the dason, and
WF: Judging iz aboul fransialing the Oasan [0 Darfech A e then walked her mupesty 1o e oot of aur Oarcen wiheas |
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‘Australian garden design is

cutting edge |, leading the world,

and you can actually see our
influence creepingin...'

pressnted her with 8 Gabnella Possum original canves. Har
AMajesty was axtremely interesied and, | fell, quife touched
about the story of Gabby's father al Buckingham Palace in
1862

KS: The Patio design clearly represents Australia.  How
important was it that you had a design that put not jwst your
comparny, but our couniry In the spotlight?

WF: We have axhibifed at Chelsaa now for the past five years
and all our designs have represanted Ausiralia baautifully. The
English are guite fascinated (and axfreamedy jealous) of owr
dasigns, based on functional space, jeafous of ouwr climale and
culfure, Palio’s design mpresamiod this parfacily

KS: How impordant & & for owr industry to be recognised
intamatonaiy’?

WF: | do nol krow Bosy impodant it & o ba recognised
infernationally, but (f /s of paramount impoartance thal we are
recognised domastically! The horiculfure industry meads fo
ba irmvodved in the biggest issue we face cumenlly - clhimale
change. We aiso meed o play a greahes Dart in fown Dhanning,
ansunng fhal Wwe at e o the healthies! amamnments
possible,

KS: You had o source most of the plants from Ewrope; horw
difficult was that, bearing in mind that you had o go and loak
at mary of the plants to enswm they waere in good condition?
Wk Sourcing piants rom Europe alWways has an alemer of
treprdafion abow! . No maiter how olfen we 0y over (D ook of
the Siock, OF oW My SmiEls W Sand, My ey W ore Ml
JOWH 1IN SOME Wy, TS yaar the argingl oesign fad some
giunning Casuanng 0 [he panaen. Dol an 4 Wil heed oays
pnor o therm Dang shipped fom Some o London, we
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discoverad that ther ‘heads' had been lotally lopped o
making them unusable, We had some anvious deys nang o
find switable replacemants and ended up with some
Callisternon safignurs that oid the nick

HS: The plannéng and organisation of the whole event would
come with some hicoupa. What wese tha biggest hurdlas vou
had to overcome

W lan Barker and Associpies” principals, lam Barker ang

Scoft Tyrmkin, had neary evenything planmed fo ke minute;
was an amaring effort o projeci manage the logistics of such
a build. However, we siill had some major concarms

The curved tmber was bent i Viciona prior lo leawing. We
picked i wp the cay before i was o be packed info fhe
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eantainer, unforfunately f was so poory
diama that wa had fo re-do the entire dack in
sty & Chedeaa. The banding waler faatune
did mot arriva, so lan came up with the
cancapt of candng it out of hebal It

|

asgisfs tha consiruchan feam Wwallh s
.'-'nm.'r'l'n:.lr_![',u_l af Ml it ang outs of Cheisea

Afkinson-Pontifen, buldes fom Malboume's
I'J;.l;,-n.'-.':.lf{r ared, bBoil e SecrNg Ve ear,
David Pantifex spant 10 gays on fhe

was § work of ant by the time he we are bt:-mbm'd{:‘d curved docking, it's a masteriul fob
findshed, EL.-Hhm:E wﬂrds 'I.}'J"E'En 'I KS: It has obviously been a huge

For the first time n fve years ow

OEEENSE 1or wou 10 maks his ourmey, D

containars did not armive on time and ‘Sustainable’ and you have any support from sponsors o

wa had fo beg, borrow and sfeal fools
fo enable us lo gef the sile saf owl, the

enpironmental bubthese "Wty bodes in Australia? if so, who

and how thd [hay SuDDor you

gxcavation done and pour the words will become WF: We have some greal Sponsovs
concrate. Luckly all the peopla i mRatonshins thal have bean bl owver
involved at Che'sea are a pavt of the useless in the ﬁlﬂ'ﬂf" i yiars

whiole  event, h'E'-IF"'Fg each othar is H”IE‘;? l’h{" V hﬂlﬂ:" (1 ¢ [ranfinoers, a UK rvel company, Was

pant and parcel of Chelsaa.

faint  maming rghis sponsor  with

KS: How many people are on the L'I‘HE‘H'H l'.'”!‘l'.l'f_‘.hl:ﬂl Iﬂ HIE”!‘ Flaming's Nursen: A pleasume fo deal

team? Tell us a lifthe about them,

WF: We had 27 paopls on the team

this year, foo many (o mention ingividuaty

fan Barker and Scoff Tymkin, partiers n [an Barker ano
Associates, wars fofally wnder confrol. Thee feam laff nothing
to chance - thomughly profassional,

Scott Wynd, wal Scoff ooasnt rmeally have a ltle within tha
teamn. Scoffs company TLC Endscapes DOl the Orst v
Gold medal Austraian garcen, Jack Mado's ‘Floal”, Scaft has
bean an infogral part of the team fof the post fowr poars. M
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with, the heam af Trallfindars anfoy belng
part of the joumnay, the axpenence; If i
fust not about the refurn on investment for them, it's far
graier than fhal
The VWcloran Govarmvnent have been greal over [he five
oL
TOURSM Ausiraha aed DEan 8 mnor supDorter [noeiully we
&an oot Ihem Mo imaahed i ihe fefurm)
e Oca Woodcare with Intergrain came an board for the first
tirme this yogr and we hopa that it has been & gres! tool for
fiaiarn
Wan Schatk's BrolGm have supporied Flemings for years, we
owe them a great dea! of thanks,
Linfortunataly none of the Australian / Vicforkan indusiry hodlies
have conirbuted fo the project
KS: Wihat mre tha benafite of taking on this challange, far you,
your business and our industry?
WF: Fleming's Nursery, frovn the very first pear; has seen this
as an opporfunity fo reise the profile and credibility of the
herticuliug industry hare n Australia,
Wa have sean that 8 by-product of the profect is an incresse
in our brand swareness. butf being a wholssaler | do not
ammisage tha! owr sales can ever increase o the paint of
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covering the cost of this evenl. We seée if a5 a phianthropic
cost for the benafit of the industry as & whole

KS: Jamie Durig has baan very succassful with his compamy
Patio and more recently with his appearances on the Oprah
Winfrey Show. Given your success al Chaisea, do you think
feaming up with Jamia will haelp raise the profile of Australian
designers internationally?

WF: Absaiufely!

K5: Betwesn you and Jamis you have given Austraians
plenty of ‘bragging rights’ Is there anything you would like 1o
‘brag’ about? Don't be modest - you have earmt the rght 1o
brag.

WF: At our feam cedebration affer we had won goid, | spoke fo
the team aboul our accomplishment, and wha! we had
achieved, | then proposed a foast fo 'The Ausiralian
horticufture industry” equal to if not the best in the worle! Thai
is what we showld al brag about!

KS: How do you think Australian landscape designers ane
WF: | have been told by designers from a around the world
that Australian garden design is ‘cutting odge’, leading the
world, and you can actually see our influence criaping in fo
other Chelsea gardan Sesigns evary year

KS: The trend in the UK is towards drought tolerant plants and

carainly theré ore Ausiraiian native planis being used
throughout Europe. Do you think thal they will look 1o us as
'‘sxperts’ when it comes 1o uging drought tolerant plants and
saving waler?

WE: Without guestion, Australia (s percedved as gardening
without any water af all. We can lead the way

ES: | recently visiled Tha Eden Project in Cormeaall, which has
bessn described as tha eighth wonder of the world, Mosily it is
about sustainability and our future, Tim Smil, the founder of
the project, has built a facility that is not only an outstanding
educatinnal centre, but a wonderful legacy for future
generations. What does Wes Flaming want to be remambered
for, what legacy would you e 1o leave Auwstralians?

WF: That's an sasy one, bul very long-winded. In short, | would
fike o be remamberad for leading the fight for making owr
urban environments truly sustainable, susfainable on many
ievals, because susiainability can mean differant things o
different people and diffsrent industres,

Another = for ‘keeping the basfaros horest’. Today we ae
bombarded with the words ‘gresn’. ‘susiainabfde’ and
amironmenial, buf these words wi become useless in fhe
firfre urdess they have a crileria alfached fo them before
amyone can use hhem in advertising, promotion edc. | feal that
the horffcufivre industry needs fo lead this ara o





